[Etiology, clinical picture, and diagnosis of postoperative peritonitis in rectal cancer].
Under analysis were 40 case histories and records of dissections of patients dead of diffuse peritonitis after operations for rectum cancer. It was established that in 1/3 of observations technical defects were responsible for peritonitis. Measures for the prevention of peritonitis are proposed when infection in the abdominal cavity is revealed during operation. An atypical course of peritonitis, not pronounced signs of pathological abdominal cavity results in diagnostic errors. Diagnosis of cardiovascular insufficiency is established in most cases. Peritonitis in patients treated with the use of preoperative irradiation is characterized by the inert course without leukocytosis in many cases. The main efforts should be directed to prophylaxis, i. e. an improvement of the operation technique, struggle against hospital infections, suppression of the microbial flora in the abdominal cavity which appears due to technical errors during surgery.